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of a hundred kilometres a day in what was, from the
tribesmen's point of view, most unsporting fashion
Thus at the conclusion of the operations French troops
were in secure possession of the line of the Draa,
dissidence had been destroyed it is to be hoped for ever,
and the whole of Morocco came under the effective
control of the Sultan's Maghzen
The plan of campaign, which had been worked out
with the utmost care, went like clockwork, and results
showed that, provided the terrain is suitable, mechani-
zation has revolutionized desert warfare This lesson
the Italians were not slow to utilize in their Abyssinian
operations
But the French in other ways were unfortunate Bad
luck injured them far more than any mistakes could
have done A series of bad harvests, which ended in
complete debacle during the winter and spring of 1937,
had begun to affect the country. I myself visited the
Sus in 1934 and crossed the High Atlas to the Warzazat
district in 1935 and 1936, and I was horrified by the
extreme poverty of the Berbers and the conditions under
which they lived Already there was much discontent,
and a Nationalist movement, with which I will deal in
the next chapter, had begun to cause alarm The fagade
seemed as impressive as ever, but every now and then,
catching a glimpse behind the scenes, one formed the
impression that the administrative wheels, so well
oiled in Lyautey's time, were beginning to creak badly
Difficulties were increased by frequent changes of
Resident-General, but none the less opportunity was
found to introduce a number of important alterations
ui the administrative structure. Chief amongst these
came the reform of the Maghzen, which was, one may
say, several hundred years overdue Before French